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require blessings, so this act also requires a 
blessing.” 


[EE] Said R. Samuel bar Nahman, “R. Jonathan 
went by a synagogue, and he heard the reading 
of the Torah, but no blessings said afterward. 
He said to them, ‘How long will you treat the 
Torah as cut up into patches [left barren, 
without a blessing]?’”’ 


Moses ordained that Israel should read in the Torah on Sabbaths, 
festivals, new moons, and intermediate days of the festival, as it is 
written, “Thus Moses declared to the people of Israel the appointed 
feasts of the Lord” (Lev. 23:44). 


Ezra ordained that Israel should read in the Torah on Monday and 
Thursday and on the Sabbath afternoon. 


He ordained immersion for men who had suffered an emission. 


He ordained that courts should be in session in the towns on Monday 
and on Thursday. 


He ordained that peddlers should circulate among the towns for the 
honor owing to Israelite women [who might thereby purchase 
ornaments]. 


He ordained that they should do laundry on Thursday, for the sake of 
the honor owing to the Sabbath. 


He ordained that they should bake bread on Fridays, so that a loaf 
should be available for the poor. 


He ordained that people should eat garlic on Sabbath nights, for it 
serves as an aphrodisiac and also satisfies desire [at one and the same 
time]. 


He ordained that women may converse with one another in synagogue. 


He ordained that a woman must wear a petticoat, both in front and in 
back, as a matter of chastity. 


Said R. Tanhum bar Hiyya, “It was because of an actual event. There 
was a case in which a woman was subjected to sexual relations by an 
ape, both through the vagina and through the rectum.” 


He ordained that a woman should shampoo her hair and put on 
makeup [even] three days before entering her time of cleanness. 


